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After President John F. Kennedy 
was struck down on Nov. 22. 1S53, the 
Centra! Intelligence Agency received, 
evidence suggesting that Cuban Pre- 
mier Fidel Castro arranged the assassi- 
. nation in retaliation for attempts on 
bis life. * 

Yet sources privy to the secret dis- 
cussions at the highest levels of the 
CIA during those hectic days now tell 
us that the CIA deliberz tely withheld 
the evidence from the Warren Com- 
mission investigating Kennedy’s death. 

Our sources cite tu’o reasons for 
hcl-i^g back this evidence. One was a 
resolve to cover up the secret that the 
CIA had enlisted Mafia mobsters tn kill 
Castro. 

, There also was a legitimate concern 
that the Castro revelations might in- 
flame the American people, whose 
grief could have turned into a terrible 
wrath that might have precipitated 
seme rash action. 

Only a tew key people knew about 
the CIA plot to assassinate Castro. One 
was Attorney General Robert F. Ken- 
nedy. who was his brother’s personal 
watchdog ever the CIA. It has now 
been established that Robert Kennedy 
was briefed cn May 7. 1952, about the 
attempt to use underworld killers to 
knees off Castro. 

Two days later, Robert Kennedy cau- 
tioned the CIA cot to go ahead with 
the assassination without consulting 
kiss. Since Robert Kennedy rede herd 
or. the CIA. it must be assumed that he 
was 'sept advised cf subsequent assassi- 
nation attempts. However, there is no 
. documentary evidence of this. 

Records now available show that 
Robert Kennedy informed FBI cbie! J. 
Edgar Hoover of the plot on May 10, 


1961 Yet neither Kennedy nor Hoover 
later divulced this important informa- 
tion to the Warren Commission. 

Of course, various CIA officials also 
knew about tbe assassination scheme. 
Not the least of them was the late CIA 
chief Allen W. Dulles, who approved 
the original plan. He later served on 
the Warren Commit! ission, yet he sat 
silently throughout the investigation 
without mentioning the Cuban angle. 

Within hours of President Kenne- 
dy's death, the U.S. embassy cabled in- 
formation from Mexico City suggest- 
ing that the Cubans may have been be- 
hind the assassination. Our sources say 
that the CIA developed similar infor- 
mation in Washington. 

The first person to reach Robert 
Kennedy's side after the shooting was 
CIA Director John A. McCone, who re- 
mained alone with the Attorney Gen- 
eral at his McLean, Va, home for 
. nearly three hours. 

McCone swore to us that Castro's i 
name was never mentioned during the 
three hours- Rut CIA records show] 
that the next day McCone not only- 
mentioned Castro to the' new Presi- 
dent, Lyndon B. "Johnson, but briefed 
him on tbe information from Mexico 

Oty. 

Yet no oce brought the Cuban 
connection to the attention of the War- 
ren Commission. We were the first to 
get word of the anti-Castro plot to 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, the com- 
mission chairman, four yean later. 

We are now free to reveal our role 
in the drama. Two of 'our confidential 
source:, CLA agent Will iam Har vev 
and mobster John Rossei^rrScT 
third sourCe. IIWIGO wiwird P. Moj 
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Morgan told ns la January ME 
about the CIA-Mafia assassination pk 
against Castro. He raised the possih; 

By that the plot could have backfire 
against President Kennedy. The 
were suspicious drctunsucces. «, 
pointed out. Indicating that Cwh 
may have learned of the^tnanpis e 
his life and may bave^reuiia** 
against Kennedy. ~ 

Morgan refused to OdenKfy k 
sources because it would have vloleu 
tbe attorney-client privilege. But t 
was an attorney of suciD stain re -Ur 
we didn’t doubt his word. lie bad lies 
- chief inspector of the EBl He had t 
reeled the historic congressional lnrc 
tigation of the Pearl Harbor borabin 
Later, he ran the investigation intqil 
excesses of the late Sen. Joseph JicCi 
thy. 

We got Morgan’s permission. i 
write a cautious story. We ccnfirmt 
the general outlines from a O 
1 source. Then on March 3. 1907, v 
i tv wrote that Robert Kennedy* Isay ha* 

! I Vpproved an assassination pioi. wai 
I \ then possibly backfired against, his ia 
I 1 Mrother.” 

,The next day. according to reeor 
nkw available. Kennedy* secrets 
called for a copy of the May 7 . jg 
memo, which summarized the brief! 
h«t had received on the assassinaU 

Plfrt. 

)n March 7, 1967. we reported rat 
tails. “A reported CIA pUn la MM 3 
r assume Cuba's Fidel Castro.” • 
wrote. “. . . may hare resnitetl ir 
'counterplot by Castro to assassin: 
.President Kennedy." 
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Id.* life. 

Ye i privy ;c 1V.1 .vent dis- 

cu-.slfr.s *'•0 1 17,1s:'. !ivx-I> of tie 
CiA C’.iti'.' 0*ais f-'' - '' ~ r ; v * 
t-i that li e CIA «?rll^:T.v.y;y vithheld 
iron* thi Hiiiriu t-om- 
BtoSoii l:;vcst , .£Stla;l.«J.r.sdy'i dtath. . 

Oiir jKircts rite two reasons Icr 
holding lack tW* evirter*:*- Ons was a 
rcjolva to cover up tte tocr-d that the 
CIA t»d ci-iiid Xnfia monsters to kfll 

^Thcre r.Ho was a concern 

ttit tie Cairo rsvcfcUios might in- 
I!acs”t>.c American people. vhore 
f rir! ov-M have turned fcv.o z. tern-e 
vrr.i lest might have precipitated 
sores ra- {! » setioi 

CrJv i lew key preyl- imew about 
the ci.-\ *.'c: to assassinate Castra One 
was Attorney General Robert I*. hen- 
v.-t’O V2S hi» breihcr's pononal 
wric«dc.v over the CIA. li has now 
Veen established ttal Robert Kennedy 
was briefed ca May 7, about Its 
ittteT.yt to use underworld killers to 
knock o £ i Castro. • 

Yv. o Ca rs later. Robert r.cnnedy cau- 
tior.id ir.c CIA not W p> ahead with 
the ajirssination without consulting 
fct*n. Since Robert Kennedy rede herd 
cnihc CLA. it must be assumed that he 
?! was kepi acivfjcd of sulcsqv.eni assasst- 
%1 aalios attempts- However, there Is no 
documeatary evidence of this. 

.{ Records now avaiiab.o show that 
4 J Rnb-frt Kennedy iaionr.cd FBI chief J. 
i*i Edgar Hoover of the plot on May 10. 

DROPOUTS 


| -.v» y t t r-v’-.-T r’.er ie*V o:*c ljt'c, 
divi-’v •. f. is ivpcrt-'ut m.ortaa- 
Ucn la li..* V.Vrrer. Ccin.oLi'.on. 

0* tour??, various C'— A c»nti-»l» also 
1 :t.t abr-vl ttc- aiiisiln.v.ioi* sciiteia. 
j • - • - ' i.'. ■. i: *.»: :x was l-*t- Bit 
rb : -*f vl£<V IV. Us-llts, who :pp-r*cd 
tiii rriviiv.1 flii. lie >«?r sc:w. oa 
Lh: V“£rr?.i t cir.-imhiicr.. j et l.v 
sUently Ibrarpito il the invests:*. ■ an 
without cvii'Jo'i'ic.t the Cejin as«ii*c* 
TVUfcin hcucs of President R.-nce- 
ilv’s death, toe U£. err.baosv cablad ln- 
icr*^^ ,! on front Mexico City su? . 
hit that the Cel rcj way lmve bast be- 
hind the asronlneiiOiLOur rourccs say 
that ihs CIA devrii-ped similar inror- 
r.iatloa ia ’.Vesbiastoa. 

Tin! first person to reach Robert 
Krnuedv’s side after the shootinj; was 
CiA Director Jabn A. McCon?. wiio re- 
»naiacd tiane with ibs Attorney Gen- 
tral at bis Llcbc.'s, Va, boms lor 
nesrly three boars. 

JicCone swore. to us that Castro’s 
ran" was never mentioned tl urine the 
three hours. But CIA ltccrtls sr.ow 
f n -* t' iS next day licCrne not only 
c.'otisned tbstro to the new l’tcri- 
dent. Lyndon S. Johnse n, but brief™! 
httu or. tbs information iron*. Mexico 

C » : .. t • 

"Yet so one brought the Ciiban 
connection to the sitcnticr. of the V. ar- 
rs;i Ccnimisjion. AVe were tne first to 
rr* word of the anti-Castro plot to 
Chief Justice Lari Warren, the com- 
mission chairmen, four years inter. 

V/e are now free to reveal our role 
in the drama. Two c-f our confidential 
sources. CL-t AAiiuSin Harvey 

aud mebster John KosselU. ere dead. A 
third source, attorney Edward P. ilor- 


pr.u. has waived the confid-.nfiolh 
bad promised him. 

Morjan told us in Jr.iciry, 
about the Cl/\-Mnlia cs^axttnr.tk-n 
as j Last Castro. Ho rniasd The ytr. 
Ity that Use plot could hivi to-j. 
gainst President Kntiudy. 7 
verc suspicious circunuftr.cK. 
pointed out, indicating «lur U 
may Bare learned or the etlcmui 
bis life and may lave trial 
csnlnstKcnncdy. 

Moreen refused to idenll/y 
tources because it would hire vjo 
the. attorney-client privilege. Rn 
was an attorney cf suck stature 
we didn't doubt bis word. He had 
chief Inspector of the FBI. He hr 
reeled the historic conzrcrsionsl 1 
tlgatioa of the Pearl Harbor bom 
Later, he ran the Sovestltation Ini 
excesses of the late Sen. Joseph M 
thy. ' 

\7c cot Morgan’s 'pmrJssloi 
write a cautious story. Wo conli 
the ' general outlines (run a 
source. Then on March 3, 1S3". 

' wrote that Robert Kennedy “may 
approved an assassination plot, v 
thca possibly backfired against hi 
bruin cr.” ’ • 

The next day, according to re 
now avail able, Kennedy's sea 
called for a copy or the May 7. 
memo, which summarised the br 
be bad received on. the assassii 
ploh 

On March 7, 1357, we reported 
details. “A reported CIA plan in ) 
assassinate Cuba's Fidel Casln 
wrote,"". . . may have rcsullei 
counterplot by Castro to assa: 
President Kennedy." . 
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